All,

This document shows a couple fresh sketches (May 4/17, 2015) Page 2/13 and 3/13 of which clearly identify what we perceive the safety hazards to be as well as original sketches and diagrams.

We believe the existing design exacerbates an existing safety problem, creates additional hazards, lowers property values and unnecessarily disturbs the directly impacted residents.

We are requesting that due to safety and liability concerns The City of Coppell leave the existing path intact and reroute the bridge’s south connector through the woods as described herein.

We are not happy about the bridge being placed so close to our back yard yet we are not even complaining about that!

Our issue is with the city’s desire to modify the existing path. At first we were under the impression that the existing path had to be modified to merge with the bridge. We were wrong. Based upon
meetings with the city the existing path is being modified to round out the corner to make it “safer”. But in reality their plan makes it much more hazardous by increasing speed, creating a serious blind spot,
adding visual distractions at the intersection, creating light and shadow problems, and turning a nice peaceful area and natural speed deterrent of the path into a Bike Track and Roller Derby atmosphere. The

city’s plan to modify the existing path will no doubt be the subject of many, many lawsuits and consternation.

All we are asking is that The City of Coppell gets their design firm, or finds another, to figure out a way to push the bridge south connector westward through the woods at least to the extent depicted in their
2010 Master-Plan and leave the existing path alone.

Please, please do not forget that the people who use this bridge will be happy enough that they have a bridge.

The location of the ramp makes no difference to them. The bridge alone is a generous enough gift to non-Lake Park Drive path walkers.

The city will never hear a complaint from any of them that the ramp goes through the woods.

The City will always hear complaints from US AND ALL OF OUR VOTING NEIGHBORS if they place the desires of strangers who do not live here above the needs of those who live within 60 feet of this project.
We appreciate your help in this matter

Art Shrader P.E.

599 Lake Park Drive

Coppell, TX 75019
C: 214-497-4797
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City’s New Path Plan (Grey)
Replaces Existing (Green) Path
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Safety Hazard 6

Bridge and its connection to the
path will be in bright sunlight. The
upper path is in the shade and, as
such, it will be hard to see people
when merging onto the path.
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Safety Hazard 5
Proposed fence will make it exceedingly

difficult for adult bikers and young, lower
to the ground bikers, to see each other.
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1. Eliminates and/or mitigates every single Safety Hazard identified. Bridge south connector ‘
2. Eliminates the city’s desire to round out the existing curve. as per City’s 2010
3. Is more in line with the City’s 2010 Master Plan. Master Plan
4. May save money since the exisitng path will not have to be destroyed.
5. Is congruent with nature. | Page 30f 13
6. Shows respect for citizens who are truly impacted. : : TP Coppell, TX 2015
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Image 1
Original
Backyard
View 1999

Image 5
Stick Top Elevation

of Proposed Path
Modifications

Image 3

Top Elevation of
Proposed Path
Modifications
_J
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Image 4
Shows existing

path that is going
to be demolished
and replaced.

Image 2
Current Backyard View 2015 Image 6
shows view already View of north side
diminished by +/- 2 feet due of Creek Where
to existing path Bridge will be
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599 Lake Park Drive
Residents for 16+ years
603 Lake Park Drive
Residents for 6+ years
Proposed Pedestrian Bridge J
P L 607 Lake Park Drive
EXISTII'Ig Lake _ \ ‘ Residents for 22+ years
Existing Trail %
Existing Overlook Y \
|
*Proposed Loke Wall —————=¢ g —
T PHILUPS DR
*Proposed Lake Wall
Proposed Overlook
A é\ ; : ~ THOMPSON DR
Andy Brown /% : poveen
*Proposed lake wall thickness is shown P(]rk ,:":{ ? y /'\ \"“.' = - HOOD DR — A
larger for illustration purposes cnly. ‘
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Sixteen years of Path Related Experiences:

View of 599, 603 and
607 Lake Park Drive
from the existing path

Views of lake and
woods from 599

6. Many people stand outside of our gate on the pavestone walkway to get shade.

7. The path is very busy.

1. We spend a lot of time and money making the yards nice.
2. We mow the grass between our yards and the exisitng path when needed. 8. Many times we can hear bikers locking up their brakes to avert a collision.
3. Countless people stop on the path to admire our yards. 9. We rendered aid at least three times when people were hurt on the path from collisions.
Scraped elbows and knees; bloody nose; broken arm.
4, Parents love showing their young kids the Polar Bear Statue. . .
10. On aseveral occasions lost dogs would come to the gate and we would keep them safe in
5. Many kids and adults from the neighborhood use our yards as a short cut to the backyard until we contacted their owners. P 6 of 13
access the path and/or go fishing ageboo
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We feel obliged to express the following comments, concerns and recommendation related to this project:
1. We appreciate the effort The City of Coppell is putting forth to get this new pedestrian bridge installed. It’s going to be nice.
2. We appreciate the responsiveness by The City of Coppell when we ask to meet.
3. (I hope I’'m wrong on this) but we are extremely disappointed that the architectural firm did not make a special and recurring effort to communicate with

and/or seek input from the handful of homeowners directly impacted by this project. We are the ones who will be living with this 365 days per year.
4. We believe that the design creates a couple safety hazards that may increase exposure to the City of Coppell.
5. We believe that the existing, slight, drainage problem between 599, 603 and the existing path will be worsened.
6. We believe that the overall natural appeal of the lake will be diminished if so many trees are removed and replaced with railing and landscape blocks.
7. We believe the property values of the homes closest to the bridge will decrease.
8. We believe that a significant amount of tax dollars can be saved by not demolishing and reworking so much of the existing path.
9. Fortunately we are early enough in this project to respectfully request that the city consider a slight reroute of the bridge’s south connection ramp.
10. We believe that this recommendation will remedy all the aforementioned concerns.
11. If the ramp plan cannot be altered as requested it would be nice to know if it is a question of technical details or will-power.
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Safety Hazard 2
Crashes likely to occur due to blind
confluence of bridge ramp and

proposed paths

Existing Path
Modification Plan

Safety Hazard 1
High speeds are attainable on 200' long
sloped path plan toward fixed wall

, View from planned path of point
| where new path meets existing
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If path height is raised,
these grades may need to
be adjusted to these points
as well as the fences.
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Any increase in the height
of the existing path will

make a bad drainage

situation worse.
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1) These trees slated for removal.]

F) Manmade railings

_

and blocks.

Denton Creek Pedestrian Bridge

/

Looking Nocthwest

Moy 2014

4) These two trees are 25 feet apart.
Enough to get a crane and bridge
between them (I would think)

5) If left in place these two trees would give

the new bridge a majestic, gateway look.
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Rerouting the path as

shown in red eliminates the

need to demolish and

rebuild this existing path.
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At Issue

Bridge Ramp Will Significantly
Degrade Value of Properties
Located at 599, 603, 607 and
611 Lake Park Drive

ttem: @

Ramp railing plan was documented to
terminate near the upper man-hole
cover

Ramp railing is now planned to be

O
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approximately 150 FEET Longer than
submitted document indicates.

Item: e

Such a long ramp will be a significant
safety hazard due to fast moving bikes,
roller-bladers, and skate-borders

ttem: @

View of lake is blocked by a minimum
of 4' and as high at 8 feet due to ramp
retaining wall.

Item: G

Based upon discussions last year
B we truly expected the bridge to be
located here.

Item: G

SOLUTION: Installing ramp in the
woods as described herein eliminates
the need to demolish and rebuuild the
existing sidewalk, is shorter and will
provide an extremely appealing nature

experience. | Page 13 of 13

Bridge Ramp Plan Submitted
By The City of Coppell to
Waterford H.0.A
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